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Realism was in the air and soon pieces were written
which were not an insult to the intelligence of educated
people. Their author was T. W. Robertson (1829-1871),
himself an actor and the elder brother of the late Dame
Madge Kendal.

He began by adapting pieces by Scribe and other
foreign playwrights, but at the age of 36 he felt the urge
to write an original comedy about lifelike people. The
result was Society (1865), followed by Ours, Caste, Home,
School, Play, Birth, M.P. and War, the simple titles being
in themselves an indication of the new truth and realism
he was bringing to the stage.

Caste, in particular, created a great sensation. In the
first act Capt. D'Alroy, an aristocrat, brings his friend
Hawtrey to the humble home of Esther Eccles. She is
out and he seizes the opportunity to tell his friend that
he Is In love with her. They are interrupted by the
arrival of her dissipated old father and her vulgar, good-
hearted sister Polly, who is engaged to Sam Gerridge, a
gas-fitter. Esther tells D'Alroy that she is going away to
accept a theatrical engagement and suggests that they
should not see each other again. This brings the
situation to a head and D'Alroy proposes to her. She
has just accepted him when old Eccles returns blind
drunk, providing the audience with an effective curtain
and D'Alroy with a glimpse of what he is to expect from
his father-in-law. In the next act D'Alroy happily
married, is on the point of leaving for active service in
India, but he has not had the heart to break the news to
his wife. His mother, aware of his departure but not of
Ms marriage comes to bid him good-bye. Esther, hastily
smuggled into an adjoining room, hears her remind him
of the feats of his ancestors and the wiles of women and
conclude her homily with a reference to his forthcoming
voyage. At this Esther faints, her presence is discovered
and the situation is made worse by the arrival of Sam>
Polly and Old Eccles, who complete the discomfiture of